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AT NOT ONLY PROTECTS ORANGUTANS, BUT
_ SCORES OF BIRD SPECIES TOO.
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Littie Spiderhanter,
like it sunbird
relatives, will feed
of nectar a5 well
a5 insects. it B
thi comssnie
spiderhumiler in
Borneo and can
be bound widely =
Iower altitedes.

Y FASCINATION with

orangutans began when 1

stumbled across a group

while explorng & remole arca
of rainforest in Sumatra in 1996 Aller this 1
became very aware of the dangers they face
amd weanted vo do somethmg wo halp.

This led me o Tanpng Puting Mational
Park i Bormeo three years ago [0 explore
the possibalities of a fund-rasng venture
1o support the work of the Dranguotan

s | meturn tadog o year, laking
a group ol wix |'.I|:|1rllu.' on a tour af the F-.'lri.'.
with the prafis helping the Foundation o
prodict 1hies anen

documented and can give an i:|1'||'|

thit there 1s litike h-.||1|.' for the future, =0 T'm
delighted 1o be nble o report & conserval o
wiccess slony here,

The reserve, which sils on o Fu.'ﬂil'l.'-ill.hl that
Juis out imto the Jova Sea, is bow I:_.'i|1_|L amd
STy wilth a '.|'|i:|1|.~|1f :Ir:..'__u:rr-'nn:j which rises
i few feet abowe the umnir:r:. sent SWamp It
gonvers 416000 hectaress, which is n':ughl} the
e o Commenl|

LOGGING CLAMPDOWN
Happily, there s no illegal logeing now faking
r-l:ln.*. The Indi

rwul wl |;-n1||r|."in_g fowreed laws avwwer the

miajr hopes for the long-term future of wilkd
OTINELTINS,

As well ps more than 4000 orangutans,
{his bigsdiversity hodspot is home to 30 other
mivmmal 17T different repiles and
mirre tham 260 types of bind, inc g large
popalations of horobills | Rhinoce Picd
ami Black Hombills are the most commaoaly

een). plus rookeries containing thousands
of breeding wetland birds, including Indian
Drarters. Black-crowned Might Herons and
Limser Addjutant Storks,

The reserve has the only knosan populations
of Wood Ducks in Kalimantan, as well as
muijior populations of pheasants, incloding
the Arges, Black, Crested and Crestless
Firehack Pheusants, so u visil offers greal
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population as low as
3,000, it ks vital their
fgrest habitsts are
protached,
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opportunities 10 see a varety of birdlife
mlong with the more fimous inhabitanis of
the |1:|.'rl:-

There wre pa roads within the natsomnal park,
wiv ol nocess is by niver, BEvery iime | s
Tamjung Puting the joamey inbo the park =
p.:l:ﬂ'in.'u'l:lﬂ:.' -sp:;'ri.'l.l M':' mitsd recenl b wis
m H.-:'plﬂrnhu.-w WU s ot wais Bake afternoon
by the time we sel odf from the sonadl pore
ol Knmai,

Chovuds of swills can ahwiys be seen here
:|.||:|r||:g with a number of s&a borcds, Af we
|.'|‘11|gp:.d aross the small chanmnmel o 1he
park we siw o White=bellied Sea Eagle cdnve
dhown close b our boat ancd pluck o fish from
the water,

Aler 20 minutes we urned onto the Lt
river that marks the southern boandary of
Timjung Peting and the sounds of covilizanion
sipm ddissodved, leaving just the dull deome
of our small |::||gi:||,:. It 15 mainly mangrowve
AT for the First Zkm of the jourmey and
these are ofien pood places o see (range-
bellicd Flowerpeckens Mying aboul with thear
meredibly Fast wing beal, They are iy (only
gt Bomy) bt the dsbinctve Dash ol their
oy belles makes tem casy 1o .

Om this stretch of the river we were
aocoumpraniesl by several Brahmam Kites ancd

The orangutans at
Tanjumg Putting live
wiild b are hapgy to
vislt feeding stalkons
for bamanas when
natural food i in

shord Suppl

also zaw a Crested Serpent Eagle quictly
sitting high in a tree. Half an hour or so
later the mangroves give way o forest and
wi slarted to see Kingfishers flashing across
the river in front of oar boat. There are
eight speces of kingfisher in Tanjung Puting,
incliding the Blue-carsd, Black-backed and
Stock-billed.

Towands dusk, proboseis monkeys gather in
Uz trewtops at the sides of the river, They are
mstanily reoognizable by their pothellies and
bizarre noses; leatures that camed them the
rather unforiunate aickname “Duichmen’
The males have an extraordinary long
bulbsoans mose il the femalbes smaller pointed
omnees, This g ol day s great (or secing them
sl bed :|g.i|i:nxl the sedimg @in.

The c_rn'l:.' p'l:ln.- 1 shiy i the park o the
comfortable Rimiba I.ndp:' | sz Fact Fue)
which takes abont W minutes o reach
by boat. Rimba Lodge will organise boal
joumeys and treks in the park and they have
also bailt & wodsdem towsr higlh up in the Trees
for hirdwatchers

From here 1 saw several hirds including a
Cream-vented Bualbal, which generally keeps
iy the mickdle or taps of the frecs and can be
distinguished by s soft chattenng chirmiup
call that it repeats almost hysterscally.

APE ATTRACTION

Al feeding platforms im the park orangwtans
are ol fered supplemsentary food to help them
al times when frwi in the forest is scance
and a journey wp-river 10 any of these sites
5 @ joy foe bwers of wildlife. The oocasional
croodile, a glimpse of a hormbil and cven the
sighting of a wildl osanguatan, can all happen
within a fow minuees of each ather.

The nearest feeding site 10 Rimba Lodge
i called Tanjung Harapan and is abouat a
He-minwee walk along a well-defined path
fron thie boat jetty. This part of the national
park s scoondary forest amd offers good
opporiunitics w see birds — on my Last trip
| saw a Purple-throated Swnbird with its
unmtakable brilliam merallic plumage,

sccondary forests arc alse good plices 1o
soc Spiderhunters, active birds constantly on
the look-out for food. Many tropical fowers
are designed to attract them. They use their
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long benks to sip nectar from banana and
ginger flowers and arg often seen fying fas
across the jungls trails,

There is of course mo guarantes that the
oranguians will appear, but their absence is
actually a good sign as it means there is plenty
of food in the forest. However, more often
than nof, the anraction of free bananas is
irrcsistible and visitors can expoct very close
vicws of these mapestic apos.

I the wild they are solitary animals and
spend most of their tinee high wp in the
trectops bul the semi-wild residents of
Tanjung Muting are happy in the company of
their hurman visitors

When I'm askedwhy Lihink it is so importan
o cisure a fulure for orangutans, | point ow
the fact that they are one of humankind's
closest relatives tn the animal kingdom,
alsaring M.6% the same DNA 05 us,

This pechaps gives us a moral obligation to
cmiure their survival, but mose importantly,
they are a keystone species and a symbal
for the threalened ruinforests whene they
I, If the aranguian can be prolccied, then
by detanlt, millions of msecis. hundreds
of thousands of trees and many birds ansd
msarmmmal species wall also be saved.

Ulumately these forests are vital for lnemans
o, obvionsly For the people that live in or
nar them and in a wider comtext they serve
the purpese of locking up carbom that would
otherwse comtribute 1o global warming. In
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Spider wehs are used by Pied Fantails
li» bl toelher their delicate nests,

This highly active fycabcher reguilarty
tans owl s long tail and i is believed its
white flashes help to flesh insects.

fact of the OO0 2 emipsions fromn de-Ioncstnism
are taken imbo scoowent, Incdoncsm becomes
the thard highe.:ﬂ contribuior alter the LSS
amd China,

An essential purt af v visit must inclade
the famous Camp Leakey rescarch contre,
A Conadinn researcher, Binate Galdiknos,
first came to Kalimantan in 1971 intent on
incrensing our undersionding of human
ancestry. For moenths she bived ino damp
with hardly o glimpse of on crongutan b
shie gradually begon to find amd stedy these
great apes,

Her perseverance was rewoarded and over
the mext 20 years she amassed hundreds of

Taking it casy = this orangutan and its youngsier
mimiz the relaxing poses of human wisibars bo the
TESETVE,

T ard ansel you by Gy End
oz boat ik B e, Thry will
Bo BTanGe Doal NEe arodnd e
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phodconiss of Your DESSp 15 T Feldipack 1 B birs of orangutine
Dl B permrifls B, Sumatra. Jea and Ball by
Join Mackinnon and Karen Phillipes Consonalion
Getting amund For mom Information on
Fiimitia Lockge A AMmanga o mael Mg axvice Efe i prBet iy Ty
yeu al B aipert, Sort ool youe Trivmilers should ham up-o- Fuling wiil wavw DranguiSn O g

hours of observation that revealed many
previously unkmown facts, The camp hos
grown froam i humble beginnings, with more
than a doren Oeld staff now living there, while
a number of rehaldlitated orangatans oomse
andl @i as they please.

The pourney to Camp Leakey takes abouw
Sk minuics by boot from Rimba lodge and
B o wonderful experence. Head there early
marning amd return lle aftesnoon and you
have the best opportunity of seeing birdlife
on nwakc.

Asinn Parndize |"|'r||'¢,:|'ltl.:'.'ll'.':l'!-i are quilc
commenn in the Towland forests here and can
often be scen hunting from o perchi in the
bvwver hnlf of the CRIHIPY, The mole has an
u-lunph.:n:l p;tir of il feathers that extends
up b 25hem beyonad the rest of the L.

Hornbills nre some of the park’s mose
distinctive mhabatans and we saw many
groups flving overhead on both tops wp river,
The most oomemasn r.p..-v:in.'h m 'Ii|.11j1|7|g Pulin
= the Orental Fied Hombill bat 1 also see
the beautiful Rhinoceros variety from time
by timi,

I17s waorth keeping o oonstant lookowt
whenever you are traveling by boat in
Tanjung Puting. Towards the end of my very
last journey in Seplember | came across a
Storm's Stoek sitting in the L ol a eree rght
mext b the mver.

These large brrds are now highly enciangered
and it 1 thought that there are less than 300
brecding pairs remaming in the world. Such
a saghting reinforces the value of profecting
places such as Tanjung Puting.
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